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conclusion, involving large interests, without a thorough examination. With him a public office was in fact a public trust and the duties performed with an eye to the public
good.
This statement on the part of Mr. Parton is gratuitous, is nothing but his opinion, and in weighing the opinion it is well to look back and remember that when this bank question was up at Washington, Mr. Parton was there, and was a partisan in the conflict and was active on the side of the bank against General Jackson, and hence his opinion on this question is to be considered in the light of a man who had entertained and still cherished much feeling at the time it came up.
If ever a man had honest convictions on a question of public interest, General Jackson had on this bank question, and it would not do to pass over his connection with the United States Bank without a thorough and exhaustive examination of the motives and the reasons for his action.
The first message of General Jackson to the Congress oi the United States is a paper much read, weighed, and considered at the time it was made, and all public men have more or less gone back to it and weighed his reasons foi the course he took.
I shall here give a few extracts from this remarkable document that will show in a general way what question; were uppermost in General Jackson's mind at the time h< became President, including the paragraph in reference tc the United States Bank; then I shall take up the question o: his connection with it and examine it.
"I consider it one of the most urgent of my duties t< bring to your attention the propriety of amending that par of our Constitution which relates to the election of Presi dent and Vice President. Our system of government was by its framers, deemed an experiment, and they, therefore consistently provided a mode of remedying its defects.s public life and private transactions with men he never came to aok will strike the average reader with more surprise than the
